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The firſt General Epiſtle, &c. 


—"TOraſmuch as in theſe our days, the God of Truth hath. 
made manifeſt his Name and Truth in the hearts of 
his People, and hath gathered the minds of thouſands 
into it, to worſhip him in the Spirit and in the Truth, 

in which he is accepted ; and of this Truth ( which is bur 
one, and there is not another ) are we made Witneſles and 
Miniſters of, and have the Teſtimony in our ſelves that we 
are of God, and are a geod ſavour unto him, in them that 
believe, and in them that periſh ; and we have the Teſtims- 
ny, That he that is of God heareth #s, and we know the whole 
world lies in wickedneſs ; and who are in the Truth, in the 
Light, and in the Life, have fellowſhip one with ano.her, in 
Helineſs and Righteouſneſs, in that which comprehends the 
world, and condemns all the works thereof, which are evil ; 
and this Truth, Worſhip and Fellowſhip ſtands in Chrift 
Jeſus the ſecond Adam, whoſe Kingdom and Rule is not of 
this world, but from Heaven, who according to his Promiſe, 
in his Counſel hath made known his Power, to the raifing up 
a Righteous Branch,a Royal Prieſthood, and Peculiar People, 
zealous of his Name, to ſhew forth his Praiſe and Glory, in 
Juſtneſs and Righteouſneſs, in Love, Mercy and Peace, and 
works of Purity, having our Converſation in Heavel\ : and 
ſince that day of the. manifeſtation of this Truth of the Go- 
ſpel of Peace and Salvation, -which is the ſame now as was 
in the beginning, which is in Chriſt Jeſus the Lighr of the 
world, who is the ſame yeſterday, today; and for ever, and 
changeth not ; I ſay, fince that very day hath the Lord pro- 
ſpered his Truth, te the renewing of many into his Image 
and Likeneſs, and to the turning of many from darkneſs to 
Light, and from Satan's power.to. God, . by the mouth ob his 
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oppreflions, afflictions, and labours, hath the Lord honour- 
ed his Name and his Truth in Nations, and given it a 
praiſe among all that fear him, and hath honoured it, and 
- exalted it in the ſight of the Heathen, to the confounding of 
the wiſe and mighty, and to the bringing out of the captivity 
of darkneſs, fin and death, wherein 1n times paſt all have 
walked, while rangers from the Life of God, ſo that thou. 
ſands who have received the Truth,are eſtabliſhed in it, and 
cannot be moved nor ſhaken, but are built upon the ſure 
Foundation, their Faith Rtanding in the Power of God, with 
whom the Arm and Preſence of the Lord God is, defending 
and preſerving continually ; and unto ſuch the Truth is pre- 


cious, and the Way of the Lord, his Name, and Honour 


1s dear, yea, more than life or liberty, or any other thing 
Which paſſeth away ; who for the Truths ſake, as it is in 
-Chriſt Jeſus, do daily give up themſelves to ſuffering, and to 
reproach ( for well-doing , and not forevil ) and love not 


life unto death, that the Lord God and his-Name and Truth” 


' may be honoured ; ſo that in that Truth which is received 
and learned of the Father, daily do we walk, in all purity and 
holineſs of life, anſwering the Mercy and Love of the Lord 


in the exerciſe of a pure Conſcience'both towards God and 


man, in patience, long-ſuffering and wiſdom towards all, 
to the putting to filence of gainſayers, rendring love and 
.mercy.towards our Perſecutors, and are ſet in our hearts to 


fulfill the Will of God in all things: And now whereas 


(that the Scripture may be fulfilled) ſome may and have de- 


nied the Truth, which once was received and loved, to the 


making ſhipwrack of Faith and of a good ranger goes. 
.the Mercy and Grace of God which to them appeared, an 

follow the counſel of their own hearts, and nor of the Lotd ; 
having loft the feeling of the Spirit of the Father, and are and 
may be ſeparated from us {ia the ſelf-ſeparation) through 
an evil heart of unbelief, that it. may be made manifeſt they 
are.not of us, though they ariſe from among us, - and may by 


- 
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Miniſters, and through great ffferings, and tribulations; 


difordexly walking conttary to the Truth, cauſe the Toub.to 
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be evil fpoken of, giving occaſion thereby to the Enemies 
of God to blaſpheme his Name ana Truth in the Earth, and 
may be aſtumbling to the weak, and an offence to the Way 
of the Lord before the:fimple, thorow their Diſorders and 
Confufions , raifing the rage of the Wicked againſt the 
Lambs of Chriſt, being not led in the Wiſdom of God, bur 
in Confuſions, taking liberty to their own hearts defire, ful- 
filling the will thereof, without the Fear of God, above the 
Croſs of Chriſt, in the Nature uncrucified, and ſpeaking high 
words in the preſumption, .and not in the Light and Power 
of God, and acting in the vanity of the mind ( in the pre-= 
tence of Truth and the moving of the Spirit ) ſuch things as 
Truth and the Children of it, who are guided with the Spi- 
rit, cannat juſtifie, but is judged, and denied, and caft out 
from among the Children of Light, who walk in the Truth, 
and dotry the ſpirits whether they be of God. Therefore in 
the Fear of the Lord God this is Written, to go abroad among 
Friends and others, to inform and ſhew unto all, that the 
Truth, and we that are in tt, Miniſters of it, do ſtand clear 
From all ſuch, who a&t and ſpeak out of the Truth, and con- 
' trary to ity in the diſorder and confuſion, end not in the Fear 
and Counſel of God ; and with the Truth ſuch are judged, 
and denied, and fellowſhip with them we have not, nor their 
works do approve ; though ſuch once owned us, and were 
convinced of the Truth, and received the Seed of the King- 
dom into the unprofitable ground, yet being ſeparated from 
us, and gone out from the Truth, are not ſubje& to it and 
its Government, but are untuly and diſorderly ; We and 
the Truth do ſuch deny, and the ſpirit that rules them, be- 
ins not the Spirit of Chriſt Feſus ; and ſuch have doneevit 
a2ainſt their own ſouls, and againſt God, and are troublers-of 
the righteous Seed, and have and do diſhonour the Loxd and 
his Truth, in the fight of the Heathen , cauſing the 7;ght Wa 
to be 1evited, and repreached, and evil ſpoken of, Ci 4 
the offence by them ; to the making ſad the hearts of ſome, 
whom God hath not made ſad ; and even more eſpecially, 
in that they pretend to the Trath in theix words and "om 
and 


and profeſles to be n 1t, yet ſecretly condemning, and oþen- 
ly reviling the Miniſters of Righteouſneſs, which God hath 
blefſed, and doth daily ble:s with his Eternal Power, to the 


turning many unto God, and to the ſtrengthening of the 


weak and feeble, which we with many do witneſs, to be the 
Miniſters of Life and Reconciliation, and there is no other, 
and are eſtabliſhed in it, and cannoc be moved by the temp- 
tations of the Devil, though the Wicked-one may revile 
' for a moment, to winnow ſome,and to try them, and to draw 
the hearts and minds of others 1nto a ſnare, out from the o0- 
bedience to Chriſt Jeſus, which do become mockers, and 
deſpiſers and ſubverters of the hmplicity of the Goſpel of 
Peace, and of the Miniſters and Miniſtry thereof, which is 
the Power of God nnto Salvation, and there 1s no other, though 
ſome harden their hearts through unbelief,, and blind the 
eye till chey be paſt feeling, chrough rebellion againſt the 
Truth, which they hold #7 #nrighteouſneſs, and not in the Po. 
wer of God, having made the offence of the Croſs to ceaſe, yet 
boaſting in the liberty of Chriſt while they are unmortified, 


having run from the Judgment, and not truly come thorow 


It, in the finiſhing of Condemnation; and that ſpirit that 


g0es out of the Croſs is ſubverted,and ſeeks to ſubvert otherg- 


from the Truth as zt z5 in Feſws, and that ſpirit is denied fel- 
lowſhip with, though it have conformity in the hypocrikfie : 
Wherefore this is the Word of the Lord God unto you, that 
erre after that ſpitit, Be awakened, be awakened, remember 
and repent, and come to your firſt work, to that which con- 
demns you, left the Loxd by his Hand of Wrath and Judge. 


ment upon you, make you an example of Miſery and Deſtru-" 


Ction, to all that ſhall hereafter deny the Lord and his Truth. 
Hear and conſider, to the Light in you all I ſpeak ; have you 


another Truth than that which hath been known and declared _ 


from the beginning ? is there any other way to Life, than 
which we have been Witneſſes of, who have not handled the 
Word of God deceitfnlly among you, nor ſought yours, but 
you, nor preached our ſelves, but Feſws Chriſt ? and hereof 
we have the Witneſs in our Conſciences, in the holy _ 
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And is there any other Salvation than that which God hath 
manifeſted, .which is Chriſt Feſus the Light of the World 2 Be 
awakened and confider ; Wherefore then do you ſeparate 
your ſelves diſorderly, and reſiſt the Word of Life, which 
once begot you towards the Lord ? Confider what you are 
doing, and Whither you are walking , the end of your way is 
perdition, and that 18 accurſed which preacheth another Go- 
ſpel; how da you diſhonour the Lord in the fight of the Hea- 
then, before whom you diſcover your nakedneſs, and your 
ſhame doth appear, having put off and caſt afide your armour 
' and weapon of Truth, whereby you might have been defen- 
ded ; but ſcorners and fools take occaſion through your diſ- 
orders and cenfuſions, to blaſpheme the Name of che Lord, 
and it is through you : Oh be ſtirred up and conſider, and 
' ſearch your hearts, and come -to the tryal, ye that vex the 
Lord's Soul and grieve his Spirir, leſt ir ceaſe to ſtrive with 
you, and you be wholly given up to fulfill wickedneſs, till 
there be no place nor time of repentance found. And this 
isa Warning to you all in the preſence of the living God, 
that you may return to your firſt love,to fear before the Lord, 
and to walk in his Tr#th, if there may be mercy, and to 
fulfill his Fil, which is the Light which you are lighted with- 
all by Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Lamb of God, the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, the author and finiſher of Faith, and there 
% not another ; and know this, you that deny Him,who is given, 
yea unto you all, be will deny you before his Father ; and of all 
your blood I am clear thus fai, whether you reſiſt or receive, 
who am the lover of your iouls, ſometimes loved of you, 
while you were loveis of the Truth; and am now a Witneſs 
for the Lord and his Truth, and againſt that {ſpirit which 
leads you in the rebellion againſt the Governmenc of Chriſt, 
which is Order and Peace, ont of which you have erced, tothe 
piercing of yout own tovis'; and though you now exalt your 
ſelves againft, mie, and the Trmb, and boat your ſelves as 
though you reigned, yer in the Day of the Lord, ſhall the 
Light in you all, which now is darkened, bear witneſs to me, 
and of my faithfulneſs in reproving you ; and the Truth is for 
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wilful ſpirit, which is not ſubje& to the Government nor 
Authority of the Miniſtry of Chriſt; but Trath is over you all, 
and the Mountain of the Lord is eſtabliſhed above you all, 
and all your words, and works, and boaſtings, and feigned. 
neſs, and diſorder, are denied, and in them we have: nor 
fellowſhip, but the contrary ; and do in the Authority of the 
Lord,even by the (ame Authority which hath begotten us un- 
to God, and called us, and caried us in his Work unto this 
day, deny you all,in that ground and ftace wherein you ſtand, 
till repentance and returning from whence. you are fallen, to 
the Light which Chriſt hath lighted you withal. 
And all faithful Friends, this 1s the Word of the Lord God 
to you; Hear and fear, walk in the Truth which ye have 
| heard, and learned, and received of the Father, in it dwell 
| and live, and know there 1s no other than that which is made 
manifeſt, which is ſure to you all, and cannot deceive nor be 
deceived ; and be not ſhaken in mind nor troubled, though 
ſome deny the Lord, but ler their fall be a warning to you, to 
be more watchful, to be kept to the Lord, leſt you be te 
ted : and dwell in the Mountain of Holineſs, which no Beaſt 


can touch, where is a hiding-place to preſerve you in the 


time of tryal ; and I charge you all in the preſence of the 
living God of Life, fet your minds be ſetled, and hearts 
Nayed in the Trath, which.is the Foundation of God, and 
know the Armour of God to gird you up to-God,where no of- 
fence is taken againſt Chriſt, nor againſt the way of Truth, 


but the Power of God doth remove that which would be of... 


fended, and tramples upon that which gives the offence; 
and in this you will be preſerved until the day of Salvation ; 
and be aware of that ſpirit which boaſts above the meaſure, 
and of that which makes the offence of the Croſs to ceaſe, 
for there hardneſs of heart and undelief enters, and ſo and 
ther is followed than the Light, and another joyned to than 
Chriſt Jeſus, and there is the way to perdition 3 who go from 
_ the Light within them, they deny God and his _ = 
ONLOW 


ever dear to me,and my ſoul delights-no leſs in it,though you | 
rebel againſt it , in the heady, exalted, preſumptuous, high, 
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- follow the 1maginations of the fooliſh heart, and run in 
xafhneſs and in the frowardneſs, and that ground receives the 
unclean ſpirit in again, with ſeven worſe, and the latter end 25 
worſe than the beginning ; and this Truth doth not change, 
which is the begotten of the Father, but is the ſame for ever : 
$o 1n it all be Faithful and fruitful to the Father in your places 
and callings,thewing forth in all wiſdom and pure converſa- 
tion among your enemies, to the putting them to filence when 
they ſpeak evil of you; and beExamples of Holzneſs one to ano- 
ther,that the Lord God may dwell among you, and may never 
have cauſe to withhold his Preſence from you, which ts Life 
and Peace,and Reſt for ever : and believe not every ſpirit, but 
dwell in that'which diſcerns ſpirits ; and if any ſay, Lo here, 
or Lo there i Chriſt, go not after them withour you, for you 
have not been ſo taught ; but know the-Chrift of God, the Lamb 
bf God within you, and follow him, and obey his Voice ; and 
be eſtabliſhed all of you, on this ſure Foundation, whom God 
hath laid, 8 no man can lay any other, and if you build there- 
on and thereby, you ſhall never ſuffer loſs, but your work ſhall 
abide the fire, and in the Fatfer's houſe. your bread you ſhall 
receive,and never ſhall hunger nor thirſt, but the Life will be 
refreſhed and encreaſed daily, and your Lamp will alwayes 
ſhine, and you ſhall never be darkned, nor ſtumble ; for that 
which ſtumbles 1s out of the Trath, and the ground Rtands to 
receive the ſeed of Satan, who is a devourer of the fimplicity, 
and the betrayer from the Tr-rh; Therefore I charge you all 
in the preſence of the living Cod, that you hold faſt the Faith 
and Hope which you have received through the Goſpel, that 
you may never be moved from the Grace of God, and from 
the Love that hath abounded in you, but may be fonnd watch- 


_ + Inginthedoor,with your Light ſhining when the Bridegroom 


cometh ; and, behold he cometh quickly, and his Reward ts with 
him ; bleſſed are they that tarry for him. 


This 1s the Teſtimony of my Love unto all the Seed of 
God, who am as a decerver, and yet true, as not known, 
and yet well kzown unto the Lord, _. 
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Second GENERAL FEP1STLE, 
toallthe SA1NTs whomGod 
hath called. 


O all the Children of Light every-where, who fear 
[ and love the Lord, who are begotten of God, and 


unto whom he is known in the Spirit and 1n the 
Truth ; this is a Teſtimony of the Father's Love 
unto you, Grace, Metcy, and Peace from him that liveth 
for ever. The God of Light and Life be multiplied in you 
all, that you may daily be renewed in firength, and girded 
with Truth, and armed with the whole Armour of God, and 


may be kept:by his Power until the day of Salvation, to walk - 
in the Government and ſubjeRion to Jeſus Chriſt, witnefling . 
the Power and Preſence of God in you, and amongſt you, 


o1ving you power to fulfil his Will 1n all things ; and that in 
all Righteouſneſs, and out of all Evil you may be led, and 
preſerved unto the end, and in the end, to ſhew forth the 
praiſes of God in this Generation, as a People called of him, 
and redeemed by him for his Glories ſake ; even ſo Amen, 
and Amen. 

Dearly Beloved, be not ignorant, but this know, This is 
the Meſſage which came unto you, which is true and faith- 
ful, and everlaſting, That the true God rs Light, and in him 
# no darkpeſs at all , and this is the Meſſage of Peace and 
Reconcilation,and of Glad-tydings unto all that have ſought 
the Lord, which we received of him, and you have heard, 
and there 1s not another to be declared ; and all that have 
received it, are gathered up to God, and are in Covenant 
with him, and one with another, and are in that which re- 


concileth ' 
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concileth and joyneth unto Chriſt Jeſus, the Husband and 
ſecond Adam, who is the Lord from Heaven, the Prince of 
Peace, the Saviorr and the Delrverer, who is made manifelt 
in Power, and condemneth the Tranſgreflor, and ſlayeth the 
Enmity, and raiſeth the Life out of Death; and this 1s he 
who hills and makgs alive, even the God who is Light, who 
brings down one, and ſets up another ; who makes War a- 
o4in{t the Mighty, and gives Peace to the Poor , and beſides 
him there is none ; he ſearcheth mans heart, and tryeth.the 
reins, and knoweth the thoughts, and every creature is ma- 
nifeſt in his ſight, who gives to every one according to his 
doings ; and this is he who ſtandeth in the Congregation of 
the Righteous, even in the midſt of us, and fitteth Judge 
among the gods ; unto him mult all the gods of the Earth 
bow, and the inhabitants of the Earth mult tremble before 
him, and unto him every tongue ſhall confeſs, and the lighr 
in every man ſhall anſwer when he ariſeth to Judgement, 

who is a ſwiftWitneſs to condemn or juſtifie all the chil- 

dren of men upon the face of the Earth, 

This is the God of Truth whom we worſhip, and who will 
be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth ; who 1s the God of A- 
braham and his ſeed for ever,and with him there is no change 
nor ſhadow of turning ; and he hath made known his Name 
and his Power, and his wonderful works in this his day, and 
hath cauſed his Voice to. be heard in the Earth ; and the dead 
have'beard, and now live, 

And his Name is exalted on high amongſt all that fear him 
and obey his Voice; and he hath given his Son a Covenant 
of Light, who lighteth every man that cometh into the world 
with the true Light of Life,or Condemnation : that all who 
receive him may come to the knowledge of the Father, whoxs 
to know 7 life eternal. 

And this is the Chift, the Saviour, in whom we have be- 
lieved, and which we preach, who 1s the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life, the Foundation of God which cannot bz moved ; 
The Word of God is his Name, and there is no other Name 
even for Salvation : This # he that was dead, and # alive, 
B- 2 a 
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and lives for evermore, and there 1s no other to be looked for ; 
if any preach any other,let him be accurſed; and if any bring 
any other Meſſage, let them not be received, | 

And all you who have believed in this Chriſt Jeſus, who 
is the Light of the World, and who have received the know- 
ledge of this God, who is Light himſelf, and that ſearcheth 
your h2arts, Iexhort you, and warn you all in his preſence 
that lives for ever, to wait upon him, and to fear b-fore 
him, and to walk with him for ever in uprightneſs of heart, 


which is of great price in his ſight, and forget not his righ- 


teous Judgements which he hath made known, leſt you wax 
fat through mercies, and rebel againſt him, and become diſ- 
obedient and gainſaying, and ſo be deſtroyed from being a 
People ; butbe Rtayed upon the Lord, and let your hearts be 
eſtabliſhed with Grace, and be not tofled nor thaken with any 
wind of the Dodtrines of men, Which 1s not from the Life of 
God, nor reaches to the life in you, but begets into Idola- 
try, to wor{hip other gods than he who is Light ; and be not 
troubled ar temptations nor ſufferings, nor at reproaches,nor 
any other thing, but ſtand in tne Counſel of God, and in his 
Jong-ſuffering , and wait patiently upon him in your own 


meaſure of the Grace of God receyved, which is ſufficient to 


| Preſerve you, that Victory over Death, and over him that 


hath the power over it, you may receive, to trample upon 


all that which is contrary to the Life of God within you, and_ 


without you ; neither be you troubled nor offended in Chriſt 
}f any among you deny the Lord, and backſlide from his pure 
Way through an evil heart of unbelief, and ſo become diſ- 
obedient children, and vex the righteous Soul ; ſuch ſhall 
bear their own burden and condemnation in the day of the 
Lord ; and know, that Truth changeth not, but 1s the ſame 
for ever, though the deceitful-hzarted through unbelief de. 
part from it, and chooſe their oivn wayes, and deſpiſe the 
Counſel of the Lord, to their own deſtruction ; bur be ye 
more Watchful, faithful, and valiant for the Truch-upon Earth 
unto the end, that you may be found faithful Wrneſles un- 
tothe Name of the Loxd in this crooked Generation, and. 
may 
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may receive the fulfitling of the Promiſe of God, and ma 
witneſs God with you, the Emmanuel, the Saviour, God wit 
2% : and this is the whole Salvation, and there is noother 
to be expeRed or witneſſed than this, That God dwells in us, 
and walks in us,according to his Promiſe ; and all that know 
this, need not go forth to the right hand or to the left, bur 
Salvation is come unto us, he that takes away fin, and ſaves 
from it, and from condemnation ; and they who witneſs this, 
are begotten by the Word of God, and born of the immortal 
Seed,and are new Creatures ; and there is now no Condem- 
nation, but the reward of Righteouſneſs and Peace unto us, 
who are not in the fl:ſh, but in the Spirit ; and here we wit- 
neſs the Lord is our God, and we are his People, and he 
fees no ſin in us who are born of him, nor remembers ini- 
quity ; but his Covenant is with us, and the Kingdom 7s be- 
come the Lords, and his dominion is ſet up, where God is all 
in all, where the Prince of darkneſs 1s caſt out; and this is 
the end and ſubſtance of all Miniftrations, which we bear 
witneſs of : And I do exhort all you who are called of God 
every where, patiently to wait in the Way 6f the Lord, and 
in his Judements to receive this, and to poſſeſs it within you, 
that you may be worſhippers of God, and doers of his Will, 
and may have the Witneſs that you are accepted of him, 
and may know your Calling and EleQtion ſure, where no- 
thing that defileth can enter, but that may be taken away and 
removed ; and Him you may feel and witneſs, which Satan 
hath nothing in, who is the fecond Adam, and cannot be over. 
come, but is greacer than the firff Adam who was overcome 
( though innocent ) and is loſt from the preſence of God ; 
buc he in whom there is no fin, and who cannot tranſzrels, 
comes to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt in fin, and to 
bring back that which was driven away by fin ; and He-is 
oreater than Innocency, and overcometh the Devil, and is 
Called the Son of God; and to him that overcometh, who is 
the Light of the World, is all Power given of the Father : 
An' know Him in you all to be the grcaicſt, who is not of 
the world, nor cannot bow to the Devil, co give you domi- 
nion 
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Hell and Death, even He who ſealeth up the old Dragon in 
perdition never more fo deceive ; And they who witneſs this, 
know the EleRion which it is not poilibie to deceive, or be 
deceived ; and as every one of you have received Him who 
is the Lord from Heaven, ſo let your Faith Rand in Him, 
and walk in Him ; and let all your converſations be ordered 
by Him, in all pure and blameleſs walking in the fight of your 
Enemies, that it may be manifeſt that you are branches in 
Him, and that you have received power to become the Sons 
of God, and that you are Heirs of che Inheritance which 
{hall not fade away. And all you that witneſs this, your eye 


1s opened to ſee God, and you are cleanſ:d from fin by the 


Wora of God, and you have received the Peace with God, 
and glad-tydings from him in your own 1ouls ; and this is 
Salvation by the ſecond Adam ; herein be eſtabliſhed and 
ſetled, and look not for another ; for there is not any beſides 
this Saviour and this Salvation, but 1f any preach another, 
believe them not ; and if any cry, Lo here, and Lo there 15 
Chriſt without you, go not after them nor follow them, but 
know him withiz you, which is greater than all ; yea, if we 
our ſelves, or an Angel from Heaven, preach any other Feſws 
than he which lighteth every man that cometh into the world, 
or any other Salvation than God with us, let us be accurſed ; 


for this is the Goſpel of our Salvation, Chriſt Feſus within us © 


the hope of Glory, the Power and Wiſdom of God to rule aud reign 
in 14, by which we are changed from Death to Life, and tranſ- 
lated from the power of Darkneſs into the Kingdom of hus dear 
Son. 

And now all Friends and Elect of God, who are called 
and faithfull, you that have received this Teſtimony which 
God hath given of the Son, and which the Son hath given of 
the Father, which in faithfulneſs hath been teſtified in this 
generation, I exhort you all in the fear and counſel of the 
Lord, take heed to thar which you have believed, and heard, 
and learned of the Father, which is the Truth as it 1s in Je- 
fus, and ſhall abide for ever ; and be not removed _ your 

. ope, 


nion and authority over all the Worla, and the powers of 
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hope, not given to change, but mind the Life of God in 
you all, which is immortal, and is but one, and it anſwereth 
to the Lord in Judgments, and in Mercies one to another in 
that which 1s 1ighteous and juſt, and witnefſeth againſt all 
the works of the world, which are evil, and not wrought in 
God. 

Ye that know this which is of the Father in you, dwell in 
it, and Walk in it, and be not ſhaken out of it, nor removed 
from it, for it is the Way of Peace unto Everlaſting Reſt, 
where there is no ſorrow, but Righteouſneſs, Peace and 
Toy in the holy Ghoſt ; and every one in particular have Salt 
in your ſelves to ſavour withal, that you may refiſt the wic- 
ked-one in all his remptations,and may not joyn to any things 
which is out of Union, and contrary to the Life of God, and 
to the Truth which you have received ; that you may never 
be betrayed of your hope, nor of the ſimplicity which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, in which the Father ts well-pleaſed ; and let 
the Light of the World guide you in all things, that your 
works may be wrought in God, never to be condemned, nor 
you to ſuffer loſs ; knowing this firſt, That none are juſtified 
by him but them that are led and guided by him; and to 
Whom he is a Saviour, heis alſoa Teacher, and he is given 
to teach in all the wayes of Truth. 

And now let your fellowſhip be in the Power and Life of 
God, and know not one another in words onely, and in 
ſhews, and in outward appearance, but witneſs one another 
in the Spirit and in the Truthz and* have communion there 
in breaking the Bread of Life, that Chriſt Jeſus may be ſeen 
to be the Head in you, and you Members to ſerve him, and 
one another, all receivins Wiſdom from the Head, and 
Vertue from the Vine (Chrif Feſus ) that you may abound 
in Love, Mercy and Peace, and all the fiuits of Righteouf- 
neſs unto the Father, and dwell in: the Fear and Counſel of 
God, and be ſubje& to his Will, not deſpifing the Croſs which: 
15 the Power of God, which ſlayes the birth that is born 
of the flath, which is not heir of the Promiſe ; but walk in 
the Croſs daily, that your undezſtanding may be kept open 
to 


__ 016 = 
to try anddiſcern all ſpirits, whether they be of God; and be. 
lieve not every ſpirit, for lying ſpirits may ariſe among your 
ſelves,and go forth from the Light,who are not in the Truth, 
but in the feignedneſs and hypocrifie, with falſe viſions and 
lying imaginations, handling the Word of God deceitfully, 
corrupting and perverting the pure Way of God, having the 
Form, bur not the Power, having left the Power, and gone 
from the Light;and ſuch utter the words of Truth without the 
Life, and is but as the Chaff to the Wheat, and they are to 
be denyed and reſiſted, and not joyned to,leſt Innocency. and 
Simplicity be betrayed, and your Faith made void, and fo 
you be deftroyed from the Life of God, and Death ſurprize 
you, and Darkneſs enter into your dwellings, and ſo Unbe- 
lief, Doubtings, Murmurings, and Luſtings after Evil ariſe 
in you, and you be perverted from the Worſhip of the true 
God, and grieve his righteous Spirit by bowing to Idols, and 
following of other Lovers, and ſo the true God, which hath 
brought you out of Egypt, and madeManifeſt his Power in 
you, be forgotten, and the Faith of his Son made ſhipwrack 
of, and your latter end be worſe than the beginning, and the 
Name of the Lord be diſhonoured by you ; and then wo be 
unto you, his Wrath ſhall ſuddenly break out againſt you : 
Wherefore hear, and fear, and hearken unto the Word of the 
Lord, He hath cauſed his Light to ſhine forth, and his Voice 
to be heard; He hath proclaimed his Name among you, and 
hath cauſed his marvellous Light to approach, when you ſate 
in darkneſs in.the Land-of the ſhadow of death ; when you 
were loſt, he ſought you ; and when you were driven away 
and ſcattered, he found you, and brought you home ; when 
you were in your blood,and noeye pittyed you, he had mercy 
upon you, and bound you up,and healed you ; when you were 
dead, he ſaid unto you, Live, and it was fo ; when you were 
| led captive by the Devil, under the power of Death, he brake 
the Chains, and ſet you free; and when there was none to 
help and to ſave, his own Arm brought Deliverance and 
Salvation, and the Way of Life and Peace he ſet before 
you, 


And 
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And-now all this bath bis own Arm accompliſhed, that you-. 
ſhould be a praiſe unto him for evermore ; and if you walk 
in the way which he hath ſet before you, and keep his Cove- 

nant which he-hath made with you, and fulfilt his Will, *and 
walk in Righteouſneſs, in Love and Unity, in Meekneſs, 

Lowlineſs, Humbleneſs, and in Soberneſs and Watchfulneſs, 
and in Fear of his Name :; then ſhall his Preſence never for- 

ſake you, nor his out-ſtretched Arm ceaſe to defend and pre- 
ſerve-you, but he ſhall go before you, and be your reward ; 
and he ſhall be your God, and you ſhall be his People; and 
you ſhall dwell in him, and he ſhall be your hiding-place ; 
and he will be to you a Father, and you ſhall be his Children, 
and his Blefling and Peace ſhall remain in your habitations 
for ever and-ever : but if any of you turn afide for a thing of 
nought after yanity, .and deny the Way of Righteouſneſs, 
and forget the.Lord, and kick againſt him, and follow the 
way and counſels of your own hearts,and wceſhip other gods, 
and joyn your ſelves to rangers, and commit Adultery 

With other Lovers, and make the Croſs of Chriſt of none- 

effeR, and turn from the Light of Chriſt withiz you, and ful- 

fill your:own wills, and the defire of your owa minds, and 20 
out of the Fear of the Lord into the liberty of the fleſh (which 
15 not the Liberty in Chriſt Jeſus) and to ſeek your ſelves, 
and ftrive -for maſtery to be one above another, and fo ſur- 
miſe evil one againſt anothgr,.and the bond of Peace be'bro4 
ken, ,and vain contention and ſtrife appear ; then thall the 
Rod of 'God ſmite you, and his Wrath be ſuddenly -kindled 
azain(lt you, and you ſhall not proſper, but his Countenance 
ſhall be hid, and the Terrors of the Lord, and Lamentations 
ſhall poſſeſs you, and Peace ſhall flze far from you, and-ſuch 
ſhall decaſt out of the Camp'of. the Lord, 'and ſhall have no 
pate in the Inheritance, butthe Bleſſing (halldepart, and the 

urſe ſhall enter till utter deſtru&ion z yea, and if any'of you” 
deny.the Lord, nntowhom his Way is made manifeſt; he will 
deny you, and you ſhall have no part in him, but Vengeance 
in flames of fire. will he-xendet upon the diſobedient; mani-+ 

fold more than: if his Love "_ of” Peace a 

LL. made 
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 made'manifeſt to you, and the Light of the World is your 
Condemnation for evermore, 1t. you turn from tt, 


And in the preſence of the living God, I warn you all, Be. 
lieve not that ſpirit, neither follow it, which brings any other 
Meſſage than what hath been declared from the beginning ; 
believe not him which cryes, Lo here, or Lo there is Chrift 
without you, or that draweth trom the meaſure of Chriſt with- 
in you, to hearken to, or to be taught by any other thing ; for 
that ſpirit is not of the Father, which preacheth any other 
Chriſt, than he that is the Light of the World, and lighteth 
every man'that cometh into the World, and which bringeth 
any other Meſlage than that God is light in himſelf, and 
hath given his Son a Light into the World : And this is the 
true Teſtimony of the Father and of the Son, and he that 
teſtifieth any other Meſlage, is to be judged and denyed : 
he is not a Worſhipper of the true God, but out of the 
Truth, ard in the Errour, and a Deceiver, and being de- 
ceived. = 

Aga ; | 

Believe not that ſpirit, neicher follow it, which miniſters 
to others that which it hath not learned of the Father, but 
hath the words without the Power, and lives not in the 
Power of what it miniſters forth in words, nor 1s not what 
pt declares, but is in the outwagd ſhews, in the hypocrifie 
and feignedneſs, and reacheth not the Life of God, bat 
vails and covers it ; and that ſpirit 1s not of the Father, 
but is to be denied and judged, and not received nor be. 
heved. 

Acain ; 


Believe not that ſpirit, neither foffow it, which is at liber- 


ty in the fleſh, and makes vhe Offence of the Croſs to ceaſe, 

Which is exalted out of the Fear of the Lord, in the liberty 

of the earthly, which crucifies the Life, and darkens the eye ; 

and that ſpjrit will boaſt of Foy, and Peace, and experience, 

and knowledge, and ſpeak high words in the airy mind, and 

that would lead you out of your conditions to glory _ 
t 


* 
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the Croſs, till- you be paſt feeling of the Life ; and that ſpi- 
tit begets into feignedneſs and hypocrifie, and into the love 
of the world which -paſles away ; and beware of that ſpirit, 
for it 1s not of the Father, but to be condemned. 

Again ; 

Believe not that ſpirit, neither follow it, which is haſty, 
and forward, and raſh, for that goeth out of God's Counſel, 
and betrayes the Juſt, and ſirives to be greateſt, and to be 
above the weak, and deſpiſeth him, and would be Maſter, 
and not a ſervant, and would rule, and not be ruled in the 
meek and lowly Government of Chriſt, and that ſpirit will 
judge out of thoughts raſhly and unſavourily, and condemn 
another in ſecret in What it ſelf is guilty of ; beware of that 


ſpirit, for it is not of God, but to be judged with the Life 
of God. 


Again; 

Believe not that ſpuit, neither followit, which ſeeks it ſelf 
to have praiſe of men, and to be accounted, and would begert 
into diviſions, and would have parties to it ſelf, and reſpe&s 
perſons, and glories in gifts, and knowledge, and parts, more 
than in the Giver, and admires men more than He that gives 
the encreaſe, and feeds of the knowledge in that nature 
which is to be famiſhed, and glorieth in what hath been done 
by it, as though it had not received power from the Lord, and 
is exalted as though it bare the root, not knowing that it is 
born of the root ; and that ſpirit ſpends its treaſure which it 
received in the Father's houſe, amongſt harlots,and deſpiſeth 
the poor, and ſeeks occaſion to glory over the weak, that 
it may be renowned ; beware of that ſpirit I.charge you all, 
for it 1s not of the Father, nor to be followed, but to be con-. 
demned, and reſiſted unto death, 

Again; | 
Believe not that ſpirit, neither follow it, which preacheth 
not from the meaſure of God received, and to be manifeſt to 
1t in you, and approved by ic only, but ſpeaks above the mea- 
ſure, and reaches not to the meaſure of the Grace of God ; 
that ſpitit leads after words and outward ſhews, and cryes 

og C 2 Peace 
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Peace to the Rich, and Judgment to the Poor, and the Word 
of God is not divided aright, but heals up falſly, and daubs 
with untempered mortar, and cryes Peace where God ſpeaks 
War ; and cryes War where God ſpeaks Peace ; and 'that 
ſpirit is a deceiver and a betrayer, and feeds but the ear, 

and not the Life, and darkens the Counſel! of God by words 

without knowledge,and is not of the Father, but of the world, 

and to be denyed and condemned. 

-—BEan-- - | Borg, 

Believe not that ſvirir, neither follow 1t, waich ts not ſub- 
je& to rule and- order, and'is not meek and diligent, and 
long-ſuffering, but heady , high and untoward, ſeeking oc- 
cafions againlt the Juſt, and watcheth' for evil ; that {pirit 
will not bear reproof, but is idle, floathful and careleſs, 
ſurmiſing evil, and backbiting, and confoims in appear- 
ance, making a fair ſhew, but 1t 1s not unto God, as ap- 
pearing unto man ; and tnat would go, and 1s not called ; 
and will not go when it is called; and ſeeks fdf the praiſe 
of men more than God ; and that 1s fruitleſs ground, and 
brings forth-bryars and thorns in ſecret, which choaks the 
Seed of God : beware of that ſpirit, it is a lover of this 
world ; have no fellowſhip with it, for it is not of the Fa- 
ther, but a deceiver, and is to be denyed, 

Again ; | 

- Believe not that ſpirit, neither follow it, Which is toffed 
and unſetled, and is'given. to change, and is not eſtabliſhed 
With Grace ; that is an Adulterer, and hunts for the preci- 
ous life, and ſeeks by flattery to bzguile the Innocent ; that 
ſpirit is zealous for a moment, but 1s ſoon overcome, and is 
{tony ground, and brings not forth fruit to perfeRion, but 
Withers, and its latter end 1s worfe than the beginning. Fhat 
ſpirit is exalced into preſumption, and in peace, and caſt in- 
to deſperation and trouble, and th2 double-mind lodgeth in 
it, and it is unſtable in all its wayes, and is a ground for the 
feed of Satan, and to it there 1s no peace from God ; and be- 
ware of that ſpirit, for it is not of the Father, 'but_ tobe 
condemned.. | = 6 

| Again; 
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Believe not that ſpirit, neither follow it, which is more zea= 
lous than knowing, whoſe zeal is without trne knowledge, and 
Rands ih that which is'corrupted ; that flouriſheth for a mo- 
ment, but cannot endure for ever ; it hath'no' root in it ſelf, 
but is furious and paſſionate, and not long-ſufferms ; that 
ſpirit knows not it ſelf, but would devour its adverſary with 
bitterneſs, and not gain'd by long-ſufftering ;: that 1s not the 
Spirit of the Father, but mult be denied in all. | ; 
Betizve not that ſpirit which draws back into the world, 
into'its luſts, - liberty, and faſhions which paſſe away ; that 
ſpirit forgets God, and draws back, for his ſoul hath no plea- 
ſure init, but is vexed With it, where the Croſs is niade of 
none effe&, and the falſe liberty 1s walked tn; Which mur- 
ders the Life ; that ſpirit is'of the Devil, and is to be con- 
demned. | | 


"OM 
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And now alt Friends of God-every-where, who know him 
and are kiown'of him, whom he-hath- 2athered out of- rhis 
untoward Generation ; be diligent in your Callings, -.and 
keep your Meetings in faithfulneſs, waiting upon the Loxd, 
that you all may -receive of. his: Fulneſs to be hiled with ir, 
and mayde nouriſhed up unto Himſelf, as Trees of Righte- 
ouſneſs, the planting of his own right-hand, to ſpread forth 
his Name and Glory, as a People ſaved by him, and unto 
whom there is none like befdes. -And this know and uyger- 

and, that ſpirit 1s not of the Father which confeſleth not the 

| Son tobe come in the fleſh, who deſtroyes the works of the 
Devil, and takes away-fun; and that Spirit believe and fol- 
low which condemns fin, and deftroyes it, and takes it away, 
and ſo cives Peace with God in your own Conſciences, and 
leads you into all Truth, and keeps you from all Evil : and 
you that witneſs this, the Son you know, and the Father you 
know to dwell with you, and in you ; and this is the ft and 
the /aſt ; believe in him, and follow him, and look nor for 
any other ;. and in this the Father of Life and Glory, whoſe 
Dominion 


- Dominlon *s without beginning and end, abliſh you, and 
preſerve you, Amen, and Amey. | 


I a beloved Brother, and a Companion unto all the 
- Saints in ſuffering, and in rejoycing, who have. 
received this' Teſtimony from the Father , do 

with it in this Epiſtle ſalute the whole Church in 
the Love of the Father, as moved of Him by his 
Eternal Spirit, who beareth witneſs to me that we 
are of God, and the whole world lies in wicked- 
neſs, and that all that are of God heareth us, And 
this Teſtimony I give of the Father, and of the 

; Son, and of the Truth, and of the Salvation of 

| - ' which Iammade a Witneſs, and againſt all that 

iN ever ſhall deny it, or turn from it: Andthis is thus” 
far the words of my Teſtimony by the Spirit of the 

| Father, not knowing when the time comes it may 
 befiniſhed, and the night may come when no man 

_ can work: .. | | * 


Edward Burrongh. 
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THE END. 


- N the —_ of this enſuing T, raniſe; = aj 
Oy notice,that it was in the behalf of sthers *that F writ 
it, 4s well as my ſelf, being 4 Cornpany. of barmleſs aud : 
innocent creatures (called Duakers) whom tl eos | 
and I am made to bear the burden with"ther, 46607 1g 10 
the Command of God, the Father of our Lord Teſulfs, wsit 
i ſaid, Bear ye one anothers burden,and [a fulfill the Law of 
Chrift ; and bleſſed, are you, whewwich ſhall hate yu, and 
ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſely for my namirs ſake, 
N rejoyce and be exceeding glad, Marth-5.11:12. _ |. 
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| Arbaditidatetdetnls | | 
' To the right honourable, the Gn ; 


of the Army, whoſe name is the 
mighty Counſellor, che everlaſt- 


- 10g Father,the Prince of paces - 7 

, f Tn Rn 

That. plexſed dave thy beimtiful 5 -oakins to ediytaſe- + \ 

ſhine. ith in theſe:dark places, and eſpecially i io our hearts; ry wy 
ever blefled: and praiſed be thy greet and glorious | name : wi 

-are bonnd-in duty: togive thee all the prailg 2,27: 'vehigctbl. 


Petition thee ar:the:throfe of Grace,thatthou/y 1-4 
nero eajary REY of cs hearts! ih pres Pont - 
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" To thee, Orhou right honourable, omnipotent, and righteous 
Lord God Almighty,who teacheth us the knowledge of the truth, 
and ſuffereth the Heathen to rage, and the Beaſt ro make war with 

the Lamb: now that the warfare is begun, betwixt Aichael and * 
the "Dragon, and the conteſt nath been. and is very hot, oreat, and 
ſharpe perſecution in Egypt and S-dows, ſo that many of thy ſer- 
vants do ſuffer; oreat and manifeld are the dangers that is mer 
withall by them of the Bzaſts party, Now fince thou ſear ſome 
of thy Mefſzngers into our coaſts, fome of themis beaten , fome 
ſtoned, ſome {ſhamglully intreated, and ſome hated, and revyiled 

8 and many of thy Embaflidours impriſoned, ſome of the righteous 

 . blood fpilc, and fome dirt caſt jn their faces , and the Egyptians 

+5 and SoZemites now rages ; and Gog and Magog gacthereth toge- 
ther in [ againſt the Lamb, and the great Dragon Rands up in 
oppoſrion ready to dcyour the Mar-child betere he be broight 
forth, and to Ceſtroy the woman caſtiag our flauds of waters, of re- 
yilings and perſecution after her : and they that are the greateſt enc+ 
mies of thy truth O thou right honourable,are.no men of leſſer de- 
oree, but thoſe that goia long Robes, who ule the great honour = 
of the woild;and fayes that thou ſent them , ande hnde them 

B all here in theſe parts in Aoſes chaire , oor pearking up in the 

$ . higheſt places ia the Aﬀemblics, ruling in tyranny. burdening and 

 oppreſiing poor creatures, and areas the task-Maſters of Eg ype ; 
and now they ftand up to oppoſe us, as Zawnes and Jambres 

;  withltoed AMo/es ; and they are alcogether is covetouſnets, mAs 

ing merchandize of ſouls, and are worſe then Simen Mag ws ; 

for they raiſe up dead ſtories, and adds their imaginations and own 

[nventions to them,and fo deceives the penple: and they joyn hand 

in hand with iniquity tiengthning the hands of evil dbers, and runs 

on in the waies of C'a:z tc cuvy and nurder ; as a troop of robbers 
wait fora Wan > fo the company of Prilts, they murdej in the 

| way by conſentFand they arc exceedi-g proud and wafiton, and 

3 luftfull. and lives in pleaſures and wanronneſs upen earth, killin 

f: and {:: 5 che JgnoOcent and the juft . and calls the proud happ . 

iſ T4 xheyſkat work wickedneſs are ſer up; and they rail, and ye, - 

| and ipex evil of dignities, calling thy truth where it is made ma- 
niteft jn jower, maducts, and witchery, deluſion, .and herchic,” and 
| ſtirs 
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"7 flirsup the rude people to wrath , and enyy , maliciouſneſs, and  ® 
wickedneſs , and curſed ſpeaking , and they Petition ro the powers * 
of the Land , and gets theſe ignorant, ſortiſh, brutiſh, heatheniſh, 
wilde people, to ſer their hands to it, that knows not the right 
hand from the lefr, Father , I pray thee forgive thole unlearned 
ople , that are led on in blindneſs and ignorance ; and dothou 
firike at the blinde leaders of them , that the Ignorant that knows 
rot what they do, may learne knowledge . and do thou fend forth 
fauldiers of thy valiant ohes, ſuch as loves not their lives unto 
death , who are armed with armour of proof, to come to the bat- 
tle; and ſpare us good Lord, and deliver us by thine owne pawer 
and outftrecched arm . thou halt done great things for us : though 
we bz accounted as ſheep for the ſlaughter all the day long , ye: 
we are preſerved in thy power which is loſtrong ; and tome of us 
can fing thy {piricual fong , the lambs do begin to get ſtrength , 
and sKkips upon the hills in ſome places; and che ſummer drains 
near wherein: thou wilt mike us not azy man fear , forthe yoice 
of the Turtle is heard in the Land and m2ny of thy enemies is al- 
ready.put to a ſtand; þy reaſon of thine owne powerful hard, and. 
the vials is pouring forth. the Baſt is fore gore and now he roars, 
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F{aiſes be to thee tor ever, who doth us Keey and «ke dcl:yer. 
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rain of our Salvation : bring with thee thy.Coaor 7 
wew the breftplate of righteouſveſe , and the whole 


- Ne , : _ 
AYT0HV: -- _ y ﬀ , 
Tom oa en vie] 
\ > 


bn 6 0h VA 


, 
”— 

* 

_—_— C 
ne 
«\ 

- 

f . 
Fae 


— 
. 
_— 
® 
- 


h; : 
A {-£* 


. 
"14..* Id 
- 
WIS PETE. TA” es 5 ” ; V1 © a - * . 
bo IT oe on als... "OTC TY $9  - 1 


; HR) 


